
    Deadline for sub-

mission of late pay-

ments for the 2009 

Annual Assessment 

was Saturday Febru-

ary 28th.   

     All accounts with an outstanding bal-

ance have been turned over to the Asso-

ciations attorney for formalized collec-

tion.  This will result in substantial addi-

tional costs in addition to the 5 percent 

(5%) late fee, Interest at 18 percent 

(18%) from January 1st, Certified and 

First Class postage costs of approxi-

mately $12.00 and additional legal fees. 

     Also, in accordance with Florida 

Statute 720.3085 any payment received 

was first applied (in this order) to any 

interest accrued, administrative late 

fees, any costs and attorney fees in-

curred in this collection effort and then 

to any delinquent assessment.  

Community Update ... by Adrian Barrow  

2009 Assessment Status...  

 MAY 2ND COMMUNITY EVENTS 

8 AM TO 1 PM :YARD SALE  

2 TO 5 PM: POOL OPENING & GET 

TOGETHER.  We will issue 2009 Pool 

Passes & Boat & Trailer Decals  
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SPRING IS HERE 
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Managed by Florida Property & Association Management, Inc., PO Box 350210, Jacksonville FL 32235 -0210 

Association Website: www.sjlestates.org       Association E -Mail: committee@sjlestates.org  

     Spring is here and before 
you know it the summer sea-
son will be upon us.  

     We are all anxiously look-
ing forward to the things that 
lie ahead. We want to share 
with you what is happening 
in the near future. By now all 
of you know, that I like to 
keep things to the point, so 
here is the pertinent informa-
tion:  

Important Documents  - 
Your Volunteer Committee 
has completed the following 
which will be distributed to 
everyone for the benefit of 
our communityé 

a. Architectural Review 

Standards 

b. Amenity Center Rules  

c. Community Guidelines 

     As I stated at our annual 
meeting in December, we 
really appreciate all the hard 
work of the Volunteer Com-
mittee; R.P Murray, Don 
Holmes, Mike Darveau, Tif-
fany & Lenny McAneny.  

Landscaping - The Con-

tract has been awarded to 
landscape the Front Entry of 
our sub-division. Watch as 
we get this work underway. 

Saturday, May 2 nd, 2009 ï 
Season Kick Off  - The fol-
lowing events were planned 
with the Volunteer Commit-
teeé 

Community Yard Sale ï 
everyone that wishes to do 
this as a coordinated com-
munity event is welcomed to 
participate. 

Timeï 8:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 

Season Kick Off ï The 
SJLE Association, Inc. will 
be hosting the Pool Season 
opening with hamburgers 
and hot dogs down at the 
Cabana Club. Everyone is 
invited to drop by, socialize, 
eat and pick up their new 
2009 pool & boat passes. If 
you have any questions, 
please call Betty Schofield at 

(904) 641-0082. 

Time ï2:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 

Spring Clean Up ï Tiffany 
McAneny will be coordinat-

ing an event to clean up the 
river banks along the boat 
ramp on Saturday, April 4 th, 
at 4:30 pm . Please meet 
Tiffany at the Cabana Club 
on this date and time. Your 
participation is appreciated 
to help improve and clean 
up our community. 

Volunteers Welcomed  ï 
We welcome all volunteers. 
The Committee Volunteer 
Form is located on the Flor-
ida Property and Association 
Managementôs website for 
those to complete who wish 
to serve. 

     We are looking forward to 
the summer season and en-
joying the ambience of our 
community. 

Regards,  

Adrian  
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Letðs íRenew America Togetherî... 

     ñWe are one people; We are one nation; and to-
gether we will begin the next great chapter in Amer-

icaôs story.ò ð President Barack Obama  

     The President believes that we, as Americans, 
have a responsibility to help our 
communities and fellow citizens. 
In summoning a new spirit of ser-
vice, he is calling on us to make 
an enduring commitment to our 
neighborhoods. Every time our 
nation faces crisis, our national 
experience has shown Ameri-
cans rise to the challenge.  

     While government has an im-
portant role to play in helping re-
kindle our economy and address-
ing the problems of a distressed 
nation, President Obama believes each of us, as 
Americans, have a responsibility to do what we can 
for our communities and fellow citizens.   

We are one nationé 

     The United States is once again at a crossroads 
and that is why the President hoped to use the occa-
sion of his Inauguration to rally our nation to commit 
to service in our communities. We are asking for your 
participation in meeting this challenge. 

     In 1994, Congress transformed the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. holiday into a national day of community 
service to further commemorate a man who lived his 

life in service to others. As a tribute to that legacy 
and the very real needs of our nation, the President 
and Vice President launched a national organizing 
effort on the eve of their Inauguration to engage 

Americans in service.  

     This national day of service 
fell on Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day, and, unlike past calls to ser-
vice, President Obama is calling 
on all Americans to do more than 
just offer a single day of service 
to their cities, towns and 
neighborhoods.  He is asking all 
of us to make an ongoing com-
mitment to our communities.  

     Never has it been more impor-
tant to come together in shared 

purpose to tackle the common challenges we face. 

     The website http://www.usaservice.org  is de-
signed to help promote these events and for Ameri-
cans to make their commitments, build communities, 
find opportunities to serve and share their results.  

     These can be events that engage people in direct 
service, or bring people together to reflect on Dr. 
King's legacy and how they can commit to becoming 
more engaged citizens.  

     We ask all of you to please create an event or 
sign up to volunteer today, even in our community 
there are people who need your help!. 

    The Association has been heavily 

involved with its attorney and marine 

engineers as well as insurance adjust-

ers as we try and get to the bot-

tom of the failures at the b o a t 

ramp and docks. 

     For reasons that are still un-

der investigation, the b u l k -

head behind the b o a t 

dock has 

f a i l e d .  

I t s 

f a i l u r e 

has caused the 

walkway, especially on the left hand 

side of the ramp to fail at a pretty sig-

nificant rate. 

     We have had several marine con-

struction companies provide esti-

mates to repair the facility and are 

working hard to get those estimates 

agreed to by the original construction 

companyôs insurance carrier. 

     While we are hopeful a lawsuit is 

not going to be required, we are pre-

pared if that eventuality presents it-

self. 

     Thankfully for us the major fail-

ure was not on the side of the ramp 

where the main walkways and float-

ing ramp are installed.  However, 

when the bulkhead is repaired, that 

area will have to be removed so the 

bulkhead can be repaired and then 

the dock and walkway re-installed. 

     We will give you plenty of ad-

vance warning when we know this 

work will begin.  Our plans are to 

rebuild the left side of the bulkhead 

and dock first so we will have a place 

to launch and recover boats from and 

then start on the main dock & bulk-

head. 

     While not anticipated, we are also 

working on alternative launch loca-

tions if the repairs require a tempo-

rary complete closure of the ramp 

and docks while heavy construction 

equipment is in use. 

Dock repairs to get underway shortly...  



CABANA CLUB ð Several of you 
reserved and used the Cabana 
Club last season for group func-
tions.  We are thrilled this wonderful 
facility is getting the use it was in-
tended for. 

     There are some very important 
changes from last season that we 
need to make you aware of.  We 
have obtained guidance from our 
insurance carrier related to this fa-
cility and need to make you aware 
that Alcoholic Beverages cannot be 
consumed at this facility, including 
the pool area.  In addition, cooking 
of any kind inside the facility is also 
prohibited. 

     The Cabana Club was not de-
signed with a kitchen and the elec-
trical system will not support micro-
wave ovens or portable cooking 

stoves or deep fryers which need to 
be on dedicated circuits. 

     This means any food brought to 
the facility will have to be kept warm 
by the use of normal non-electrical 
food warmers or small crock pots. 

POOL HOURS ð Once the facility 
opens for the season on May 2nd, 
we will keep the facility open from 9 
am till dusk.  Once it gets dark out-
side the pool is closed and you 
must leave the facility.  On Monday 
the pool is scheduled for normal 
cleaning so it will open for swim-
ming at 2 p.m. so the chemical 
treatments can work and you wonôt 
be exposed to excessive chlorine. 

PET FECES ð  We have to insist 
that the areas around the Cabana 
Club not be used as a pet bath-

room.  Feces from your pet are not 
only unsightly but can cause dis-
ease.  Please do not use this area 
to walk your pet. 

VEHICLE PARKING ð All eligible 
owners who utilize the boat ramp 
are to park their vehicle with a boat 
trailer (on a first-come-first-served 
basis) in the area off of Reed Island 
Drive that has the white vinyl and 
wood fencing.  This area has been 
cleared and mowed along with 
other maintenance in the area to 
facilitate parking of these vehicles. 

     In addition, vehicles should not 
be parked in the street nor on any 
other vacant lots within the commu-
nity nor on the street or cul-de-sac 
near the Cabana Club while out 
boating for the day. Towing will be 
enforced quite stringently. 
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Operation Gratitude ð Sending Care Packages to U.S. Troops...  

Cabana Club Usage, Vehicle Parking & Pool Hours...  

     As part of President Obamaôs national "Call to Ser-

vice" you are encouraged to participate in community 

service. Making a care package for one of our troops 

overseas is a way for you to participate and help others. 

     Hundreds of thousands of American troops are de-

ployed in hostile and remote regions of the world, includ-

ing the Middle East, Afghanistan, Africa, Guantanamo 

Bay and on ships throughout international waters. The 

physical conditions they must endure are difficult and 

they may be separated from loved ones for long periods 

of time. OPERATION GRATITUDE seeks to lift 

troops' morale, and bring a smile to their faces by send-

ing care packages addressed to individual service mem-

bers deployed overseas. OPERATION GRATITUDE 

care packages contain food, toiletries, entertainment 

items and personal letters of appreciation, all wrapped 

with good wishes of love and support.  

Hereôs how to do it. 

STEP 1: Write a letter or a card to say "Thank You" 

to the soldier that will receive your package. You may 

decorate your letter however youôd like. Soldiers really 

like bright colors and drawings and would love to see 

your artwork. You donôt need to put a stamp on your let-

ter! It will be included in your package. 

STEP 2: Make your Care Package.  You can include 

such things as: AA Batteries; Crossword or Sudoku 

Books; Baby wipes or Purelle hand wipes; Ziploc bags; 

Playing cards; Writing notebooks; Pens; Stationary/note 

cards; Beanie Babies; Packs of Gum; Girl Scout Cookies; 

Lip Balm; Socks; Toothpaste and toothbrush; Stamps. 

STEP 3: Send your Care Package: Operation Gratitude 

is an organization that works with the military to find 

soldiers who need a care package. Please send your pack-

age to Operation Gratitude and they will get your pack-

age to a soldier.  Address is: Operation Gratitude, 

16444 Regugio Road, Encino, California 91436. If you 

cannot send a package, please make a financial donation 

to help this valuable organization continue its mission to 

help our service members. Web address is: 

www.opgratitude.com 



     Probably the most hotly con-
tested area in many communi-
ties is fence standards and the 
need for compliance with their 
specifications. 

     What you probably donôt un-
derstand is that there is a state-
mandated requirement for 6-
inch wide picket shadowbox 
fencing if wooden fencing is go-
ing to be installed on a property.  
This isnôt some standard the de-
veloper just picked out of a hat.  
It was actually mandated by the 
State of Florida in response to 
the building code enhancements 
that were enacted after hurri-
cane Andrew tore apart south-
ern Florida in August 1992. 

     Shadowbox fencing actually 

reduces the wind load pressing 
against a fence during high 
winds.  The open slating 
(spacing) between the fencing 
pickets allows air to go through 
the fence and thereby relieves 
the stress on the fence and re-
duces the likelihood of the fence 
collapsing and then being 
picked up and hurled into 
neighboring properties. 

     Hurricanes probably pose the 
single greatest threat to living in 
Florida.  Winds in excess of 70 
miles per hour can cause exten-
sive damage and if the wind 
picks up an improperly installed 
fence, thereôs no telling of the 
damage and possible loss of life 
that can result. 

     That is specifically why the 
Covenants, Conditions & Re-
strictions require all fencing (or 
any changes to the property) to 
be approved in advance by the 
Architectural Control Committee.  
In addition, if your lot is a water-
front lot fencing must be 4-ft tall 
black aluminum open-slat fenc-
ing along the waterfront portion 
and the sides leading from the 
house down to the fencing bor-

dering the water.  You may in-
stall other fencing immediately 
adjacent to your house for pri-
vacy but once the fence transi-
tions towards the waterfront it 
must comply with the restrictions 
above.  

     If you have installed any 
other type of fencing that wasnôt 
approved in advance by the As-
sociation before installation, 
please donôt be alarmed if you 
receive a request from the Asso-
ciation to bring your fence into 
compliance with community 
standards. 

     We have made this a priority 
for 2009 so we can ensure all of 
our homes have a harmonious 
exterior appearance. 
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Fence Selection & Standards, itôs more than you think... 

Weed Control Begins With Proper Management... 
     Proper management prac-
tices that encourage a dense, 
thriving turf are the best 
method of weed control. 
Healthy turf shades the soil so 
sunlight can't reach weed 
seeds ready to germinate. A 
thick turf also minimizes the 
physical space available for 
weeds to become established. 

There are several management practices that will promote a 
healthy, dense grass.  

¶ Proper Turf grass Selection : Proper management be-

gins with selection of the best turf species or variety for a par-
ticular area. For example, heavily shaded areas will support 
only a few turf grass species. This results in thin, weak turf 
that is very susceptible to weed invasion. Good grass choices 
for shady conditions would be certain cultivars of St. Augustine 

grass, zoysia grass, and to a lesser degree, centipede grass. 

¶ Proper Cultural Practices : Proper fertilization, watering, 

mowing, and control of other pests are required to produce a 
dense turf that will prevent weed infestation. If turf is over-or 
under-watered, over-or under-fertilized, or mowed too low or 
too infrequently, the turf is weakened and cannot compete with 
weeds. Damaged areas resulting from using unsharpened 
mowers increase time needed for turf recovery, allowing for 
weed invasion. It is very important to understand that weeds 
don't create a void, they fill a void. 

¶ Sanitation:  It is extremely important to prevent the intro-

duction of weeds into lawn areas. A good practice is to wash 
off mowers and trimmers used in weed-infested areas before 
mowing or trimming in weed-free areas. Similarly, rototillers 
should be thoroughly cleaned prior to and after using to mini-
mize dispersal of weed seeds found in the soil. Yard clippings 
that contain weeds should be properly disposed of or com-
posted to reduce the possibility of unwanted contamination 
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Boat Ramp Usage, you must have the 2009 Credentials... 
     With the start of the 2009 boating 
season upon us, itôs time to address a 
few issues that have been reoccurring 
with more and more frequency. 

     First, our boat ramp is a tremen-
dous resource.  Not too many commu-
nities have direct access to the deep 
water of the St Johns River.  In many 
communities you have to wait out the 
tides because their community is lo-
cated on tidal marshes which get 
pretty shallow during low tides. 

     This makes our communityôs boat 
ramp an enticing target for unauthor-
ized users. 

     Over the past 3 months we have 
turned away several boaters who lived 
in different parts of St Johns Landing, 
Reed Island Estates and other areas 
within Ft Caroline.  We even turned 
away a commercial dock installation 
company. 

     Each time we stopped someone 
that didnôt look like they belonged, 
they always had the same answer, 

ñIôm a guest/friend/relative of someone 
in our community.ò  While this is per-
fectly okay if you, the property owner, 
are going out on the boat with your 
friends, it is NOT okay for your friends 
and relatives who do 
not live with you in 
our neighbor-
hood to use the 
boat ramp un-
attended. 

     Your dues 
pay for the 
maintenance to this facility 
and we are committed to ensuring only 
valid owners in good standing can use 
this resource. 

     On May 2nd we will be issuing two 
important items for all boat owners in 
the community.   

     The first is a trailer registration de-
cal that must be affixed to the trailer 
you own.  The second is a hanging 
vehicle tag that must be used to gain 
access to the boat ramp and is critical 

in ensuring your vehicle is not towed if 
you park your truck and trailer near the 
Cabana Club while you are out on the 
water. 

     These two items must be picked up 
on May 2nd because from that point 

on any vehicle that does not have 
these credentials will be subject 
to towing without further warn-
ing. 

     In addition, if you do not have 
these credentials you will not be able 
to put your boat in the water until you 
register and obtain the credentials 

     Lastly, if we do catch an unauthor-
ized boater who gained access 
through the gates by using your gate 
code, we will suspend the 4-digit code 
you have been using and ask that you  
pick another code because yours has 
been compromised. 

     We hope these changes will help 
everyone enjoy their facilities and 
know only authorized owners are us-
ing them! 

Q1:  I heard you were constructing boat and trailer storage 
facility on a portion of land at the JEA water treatment 

plant, is this true?  

A1:  Great question!  We have been exploring several options 
for allowing temporary storage of boats and trailers within the 
community, however, at this time the JEA lands cannot be 
used for this purpose.  We finally received a ruling from the 
Cityôs attorney which closed this matter for now. (SEE PAGE 6) 
Until a waiver is obtained or the plant is removed the only ac-
ceptable place to park your boat and trailer is either behind an 
approved fence (if your lot has adequate room to allow this) or 
in your driveway.  However, if by parking a boat in your drive-
way it causes you to have to park your vehicle or vehicles in 
the street, then the boat and trailer must be stored at a facility 
outside of the neighborhood.  We will be stringently enforcing 
this restriction. 

Q2:  I got a bill when I received a 3rd Notice of Violation, I 

do not agree with these fees and wonôt pay them. 

A2: The fees for sending the 3rd and 4th notices of Violation by 
Certified and First Class mail are required to comply with the 
Florida statutes.  Since you did not respond to either of the two 
or three previous notices or you did not correct the problem, 
the fee is required because our management company must 
send an inspector to re-inspect your property and to begin 
building a case file for a hearing if the problem is not corrected.  
These fees are authorized and must be paid or you can incur 
additional late fees and interest. 

Q3:  Why canôt you make the annual dues payable later in 
the year?  January 31st is so close to the holidays and 

hard for me to find the money to pay.  

A3: While it would be easy to say that we could extend the 

deadline to April or sometime later, the Association would have 
to recalculate all of the bills to add the additional 3 to 4 months 
to the annual amount as a pro-ration if we were to change the 
deadline to a later date.  Because this is an annual bill we feel 
it is better to plan accordingly throughout the year so that the 
funds are available to pay the bill, which is actually due on 
January 1st but not considered late unless the payment is not 
postmarked by January 31st. 

Q4:  The vacant lot across from my house always has ve-

hicles parked there, I thought this was a violation?  

A4: You are correct, it is a violation to park any vehicle on va-
cant lots or even alongside your house if there isnôt a driveway 
or other suitable parking surface.  We have instructed our in-
spector to place towing notices on any vehicle improperly 
parked on a vacant lot and to notify owners if they have a vehi-
cle parked on their property which isnôt parked within the stan-
dards.  Thank you for letting us know about this problem. 

Q5:  What are the plans for the vacant land across from 
the Cabana Club?  I noticed you just cleaned up the lot, is 

that in preparation for construction of a parking area?  

A5:   The area across from the Cabana Club along Reed Is-
land Drive (the area to the right as you enter the gate to Unit 4) 
that is bordered by the white PVC fencing is currently in the 
planning stages for temporary truck & trailer parking while an 
owner is using their boat on the St Johns River.  We have not 
finalized the plans at this stage mainly due to budgetary limita-
tions.  We did have the land cleared and the trees trimmed as 
part of our routine maintenance.  We are also having long-term 
plans drafted for installing a bermed area with Pampas grass 
other landscaping as well as a turn around lane for trucks with 
trailers but that is probably a FY-2010 project. 

Questions & Answersé 



Website Enhancements ñAlthough we donõt pay anything 

for our web page, Florida Property & Association Management 

is having their entire website redesigned to meet the new 64-

bit Internet standards and in the process will be adding several 

new features to our community link.  Some of them will be a 

community calendar and more interactive forms.  We will let 

you know when the new upgrades come online. 

Gates ñ We will be installing self-closers for the walk-in 

gates so that these gates will shut automatically when someone 

exits.  We have also began routine maintenance at the gates to 

ensure they continue to operate smoothly 

and without interruption. 

Security Cameras ñ Because of the van-

dalism that occurred last year at the Cabana 

Club we are looking into two security up-

grades for this facility once sufficient funds 

become available.  The first will be to install security cameras 

to provide 24-hr monitoring and we will be finalizing the pric-

ing of installing a security key-card type system so we can bet-

ter control access to the facility and make for easier facility 

scheduling.   Both upgrades will help us protect this valuable 

amenity. 

Cabana Club Improvements ñ We will be getting the 

facility pressure washed and will be repairing the ceiling fan on 

the upper deck area that was damaged last year during Tropi-

cal Storm Fay.  In addition, we will be looking at different pool 

furniture upgrades as well as locating the BBQ grill to a better 

area. 

JEA Treatment Plant Land Use Rezoning ñ Our com-

munityõs Volunteer Advisory Committee still wants to con-

tinue to pursue trying to obtain boat and trailer storage in this 

area. We would like to obtain a waiver from the city to allow 

a portion of the land adjacent to this facility to be used for this 

purpose.  The Volunteer Advisory Committee has also sug-

gested forming a community action committee to start a 

ògrass rootsó campaign to get removal the of this JEA waste 

treatment plant higher on the Cityõs Budget.  

Right now they are telling us that there 

arenõt funds available for the immediate re-

moval of this treatment plant.  Anyone who 

wants to lead or participate in this effort is 

encouraged to complete a Volunteer Com-

mittee form on the St Johns Landing Estates section at Florida 

Property & Association Managementõs website.  The web ad-

dress is www. floridapropertymgmt.com and then click 

on the St Johns Landing estates tab. You can also e-mail the 

committee at: committee@sjlestates.org  and we will send 

you a form.   Please get involved and help us get this treatment 

plant removed once and for all! 

Cabana Club Landscaping ñ We will be installing new 

landscaping and irrigation in the areas adjacent to the new 

parking lot.  We are also getting prices to extend the walkway 

from the parking lot to the Cabana Club. 

Upcoming Projects...  
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